Over the past year, the BUILD UPON
project has brought together a
uniquely diverse community of
nearly 2,000 organisations at
over 100 events across Europe,
to co-create the national building
renovation strategies that are due by
the 30 April 2017 EU deadline. These
strategies are critical to reducing
the impacts of climate change from
energy use in buildings, and creating
buildings that deliver a high quality
of life for everyone.
As part of this, the Green Building
Council España and its partners have
brought together a community of
177 organisations at 6 events across
Spain, and created cross-sector
consensus over the following set
of key recommendations for Green
Building Council España’s renovation
strategy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SPAIN’S NATIONAL RENOVATION STRATEGY
1. Environmental political ambition
at a global level

It is important to align environmental,
energy and carbon policy in Spain with
global ambitions. National legislation
should be enacted to facilitate the
energy transition required to meet
European and Global ambition levels .
The central role of buildings in mitigating
against climate change and addressing
socio-economic issues must be
recognised in this legislation.

2. General framework of trust,
reliability and security

Successful renovation strategies
requires a general framework of trust,
reliability, security and assurance

between all stakeholders involved in
the renovation process and indeed the
wider construction industry. These
stakeholders must work together to
ensure that problems and issues are
tackled in a collaborative manner
and that the solutions reached are
acceptable to all stakeholders and
beneficial to the wider public.

4. Develop a culture of quality
of life of the habitation about the
energy and the environment

3. User-based approach

5. Energy poverty as the heart of
the renovation community

It is important to ensure that the end-user
is at the heart of all renovation strategies.
This should be achieved by facilitating
an integrated framework that enables all
actors in the process to collaborate and
ensure that their voices are heard. This
will enable solutions that are based on the
real needs of the consumer.

Develop a culture of quality of life
of the habitation about the energy
and the environment by means of
a clear definition of the product,
communicated with a more attractive
and understandable message

The prevalence of substandard housing
has led to many socio-economic
problems, including energy and fuel
poverty. Renovation of buildings has
many benefits beyond energy efficiency
such as mitigating against energy poverty
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and addressing the health and well-being
of end-users. The renovation strategy
should be used as a tool to establish
financial and administrative pathways to
address all these issues together.

6. Integration and clarification of
the institutional framework

There needs to be better understanding of
the political framework in Spain and how
the different governmental departments
work together. In particular, there needs
to be better interdepartmental dialogue
between departments of energy, building
and environment finance, health and
labour. Increased interdepartmental
dialogue and collaboration must
take place at both a ministerial and
administrative level.

7. New accounting

There must be a new approach to
how public money is used to renovate
buildings. The possibility of establishing
new dynamic accounting rules should be
explored so as to increase viability and
guarantee immediate coverage so that
there is “virtually indefinite money”.

8. Agile legal and administrative
processed designed by and for the
citizen

9. Effective facilitation and
professional accompaniement

Effective facilitating and professional
accompaniment, with effective
management models and figures, and
integrating and coordinating existing
capacity through tiered knowledge
structures.

10. Business creativity to provide
solutions

Overcoming the renovation challenge
requires the application of business
creativity to provide solutions, both in
processes and through the development
of innovative products that allow higher
quality and better prices.

Successfully renovating Spain’s buildings
requires the establishment of agile legal
and administrative processes designed
by and for the citizen. This will require
citizens having a deep understanding
of the decision making process and the
guaranteed access to support when the
conditions are right.
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