Over the past year, the BUILD
UPON project has brought together
a uniquely diverse community
of nearly 2,000 organisations at
over 100 events across Europe,
to co-create the national building
renovation strategies that are
due by the 30 April 2017 EU
deadline. These strategies are
critical to reducing the impacts of
climate change from energy use in
buildings, and creating buildings
that deliver a high quality of life for
everyone.
As part of this, the Romania
Green Building Council and its
partners have brought together a
community of 267 organisations
at 10 events across Romania, and
created cross-sector consensus
over the following set of key
recommendations for Romania’s
renovation strategy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ROMANIA’S NATIONAL RENOVATION STRATEGY
1. Safe and Healthy Buildings With a
Long Life

The strategy should address aspects such as
health and safety in buildings with a focus on
measuring quality of life improvements. Deep
green renovations of buildings will eliminate
people’s exposure to toxic materials, improve
fire and seismic safety and air quality. This
requires paying attention to systems and
materials issues that affect temperature,
humidity, oxygen, CO2 quantities and the
amount of volatile organic compounds
(VOCs).

2. Quality Buildings

The strategy should provide actionable
information from expert government agencies
and organisations to explain the benefits
of proper renovations and the “how to” of
project execution. Defined legislation, stronger
building codes and clear rules and precise

criteria for energy efficient / green renovations
is essential. It should also address training
on energy efficiency, accreditation of firms,
and green renovation concepts for public
administration at the national and local level.

3. Compliant Building Materials

Compliant materials are one of the main
challenges of the renovation process. The
issue of non-compliance with the technical
specification sheets of the products is one
of the main issues that influence the safety,
quality, longevity, and energy efficiency
of a building. Therefore, it is necessary to
test the efficacy and quality of materials
via procurement measures and the
establishment of an independent body to test
product compliance.

4. Costs Reductions Through
Energy, Repair and Health Savings Especially for Vulnerable Citizens
The strategy must address the issue of fuel
poverty and emphasise the importance of
supporting energy efficiency and quality in
social housing. An exemplary renovation
strategy can address various societal issues
by alleviating fuel poverty, stimulating the
economy, increasing Romania’s energy
security and protecting citizens from rising
energy costs.

5. Incentives from the Government

There is a strong business case for the private
sector to pursue deep green renovations.
However, government must also take effective
actions to accelerate market transformation.
The strategy should name forthcoming
Government incentives that are tailored to
reflect the energy efficiency credentials of
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the buildings – and therefore their ability
to contribute to a better quality of life.
Modifying taxation levels to reward buildings
that have a positive impact on communities is
an effective use of funds.

6. Innovative Financial Tools and
Mobilizing Private Funds

To address the massive scale of the challenge
of our existing buildings, mobilizing private
investment while providing targeted and
effective government incentives is both
necessary and a useful mechanism to
stimulate economic growth in the country.
This should be in the form of green loans and
mortgages for building projects. Government
can also mobilise finance by offering free
energy audits and support for exemplary
projects. Also the development of the
legislative framework for energy performance
contracts should be a priority.

7. Circular Economy Approach

The strategy must protect natural resources
through sustainable construction practices
and the adoption of “circular economy”
approaches. Therefore, the strategy should
analyse the entire building’s lifecycle with the
building being designed, built and renovated
in a sustainable manner that will facilitate
the building’s reuse or deconstruction and
effective reuse of materials. As construction
activity is one of the largest contributors of

waste going to landfill and illegal dumping,
consideration must be given to maximising
the economic value of waste.

8. The Power of Example

The strategy should provide support for
inspirational demonstration projects.
Government should guarantee an efficient
use of national and European money for
creating examples of best practices that
can be replicated. Public money should be
available only for excellence in buildings
renovation efforts, not mediocrity. Focusing
on renovating “green schools” and “green
hospitals” can unlock proven co-benefits
including greater education performance
and health outcomes while helping to retain
our most valuable teaching and healthcare
professionals.

9. National and Local Campaigns of
Awareness

The strategy must support awareness
campaigns in the media to both raise the
profile and communicate the benefits of
deep green renovation to all stakeholders,
in particular building-users. This should
include offering guides to renovate buildings
properly for each building typology and
creating a “one stop shop” in each city.
Improving awareness of the benefits of Energy
Performance Certificates (EPCs) and building
permit procedures and improving quality

control of those procedures will improve
confidence in these mechanisms as useful
tools to benefit owners’ understanding of
the expected performance of their homes
and other buildings. A transparent, online
database of EPCs which everyone interested
in a real estate transaction can access to find
information about the energy performance of
a building will be a useful tool for improving
building quality and energy efficiency.

10. Collaboration and Engagement

The process to define and implement
Romania’s national renovation strategy
must be transparent, ethical and inclusive
to improve the lives of all citizens. It should
approach the process from an interMinisterial, interdisciplinary and holistic
perspective to ensure maximum efficiency
and effective outcomes. Other government
strategies, such as ones for Sustainable
Development, Climate Change, and the
National Energy Strategy of Romania must
be aligned as an ambitious and wellimplemented National Renovation Strategy
will contribute significantly to solving many
of the challenges and create opportunities
identified in these other strategies.
Partnerships are essential at a national level,
but also on regional scale and inside the
European Union.

Thanks to all the Romanian organisations that have been involved in the BUILD UPON project, and
in particular our ‘Change Leaders’ who have helped steer the project:

Alexandru David, ARENA
Constructiilor Magazine

Alina Baclea, Saint-Gobain
Construction Products Romania

Andrei Botis, NAI Romania,
Romania GBC

Andrej-Stelian Bejan, ROMSTAL
IMEX SRI

Emilian Grigore, Rockwool
Romania

Forian Ionita, Thermaflex
Romania

Horia Petran, URBAN-INCERC

Ion Dogeanu, Romanian
Municipalities Association

Lucian Mihai, Sika Romania

Marcel Ionescu-Heroiu, World
Bank Group

Mihaela Odangiu, Holcim
Romania

Mihai Mereuta, Casa Plus, Liga
Habitat

Narcis Jeler, Ministry of
Environment

Prof Dorin Beu, Technical
University of Cluj-Napoca,
Romanic GBC

Radu Mosteanu, Knauf Insulation Razvan Chirita,ISOVER SaintRomania
Gobain

Romania Green Building Council

Bogdana Diaconu, Raiffeisen
Bank

Cristiana Croitoru, Technical
University of Civil Engineering
Bucharest

Ionut Trinca, Ministry of Regional Iuliana Lazar, Romanian Energy
Development and Public
Regulatory Authority ANRE,
Administration
Department of Energy Efficiency

Mihai Toader, EFdeN 4C

Dana Ionescu, European
Bank for Reconstruction and
Development

Laura Amaiei, Romania GBC

Mircea Sibana, Xella Romania Monica Ardeleanu, Romania GBC

Serban Danciu, Buildings
Serban Tiganas, Romanian Order Steve Borncamp, Romania GBC
Performance Institute Europe
of Architects
(BPIE)

www.buildupon.euinfo@rogbc.org

