Over the past year, the BUILD
UPON project has brought together
a uniquely diverse community
of nearly 2,000 organisations at
over 100 events across Europe,
to co-create the national building
renovation strategies that are
due by the 30 April 2017 EU
deadline. These strategies are
critical to reducing the impacts of
climate change from energy use in
buildings, and creating buildings
that deliver a high quality of life for
everyone.
As part of this, the Latvian
Sustainable Building Council and
its partners have brought together
a community of 224 organisations
at 8 events across Latvia, and
created cross-sector consensus
over the following set of key
recommendations for Latvia’s
renovation strategy.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LATVIA’S NATIONAL RENOVATION STRATEGY
1. Renovating for the Future

In renovating its buildings, Latvia
must capitalise on the opportunity
to safeguard their buildings for the
future. Renovating buildings provides
an opportunity to reduce the impact of
toxic materials on health, improve air
quality and increase structural strength.
In order to ensure the quality of the
renovated building, improving living
conditions and to increase the value of
the buildings, an integrated approach
which addresses elements ranging from
procurement and project development
up to commissioning of the building is
required.

2. Quality Assurance Through
Renovation

In order to ensure the quality of
construction and renovation process,
construction workers skills must be
up to date. Therefore, educational
programmes for construction workers
must be updated in accordance
with modern, energy efficient and
sustainable construction regulations.
Further, regulations governing structural
safety, sustainability, environmental
accessibility, acoustics and energy
efficiency must take into account the
public interest, environmental protection
and scientific developments.

3. Use of High Quality Building
Materials for Renovation

High quality construction products
should be used throughout the
renovation process, and construction
workers will play an important role
in ensuring that quality products are
used during renovation. Legislation
on construction projects should be
reviewed so that it is aligned with
EU legislation. Platforms should be
established to ensure better awareness
of the requirements of construction
products.
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4. Realising the Co-Benefits of
Renovation

Renovation and other energy efficiency
measures in many households can
mitigate against socio-economic
problems, have a positive impact
on health and wellbeing and reduce
dependence on fossil fuels. In order
to achieve an increase in the energy
efficiency of buildings, it is necessary
to raise both construction workers
and the general public’s awareness of
the co-benefits of energy efficiency
and environmental requirements for
buildings.

5. Engaging State and Regional
Governments in the Renovation
Process

The active participation of government
stakeholders in the process will help
accelerate market transformation.
Government should embark on a
strategy focused on the multiple benefits
of renovation and pursue policies to
support this agenda. Such policies could
include national initiatives aimed at
improving energy efficiency alongside
specific government initiatives for the
private sector - in particular multifamily
and industrial renovation.

6. Innovation in Finance

promote renovation activity and energy
efficiency whilst increasing confidence
in the construction sector. A common
database of buildings should be
introduced to showcase best practice.

Stakeholders must be able to access
attractive new financial instruments for
renovation on the market, such as ESCO
models, green loans and mortgages,
and rotating funds. State and local
governments should promote private
investment by supporting innovative
renovation of best-projects whilst state
and municipal energy suppliers should
offer energy efficiency tools in buildings.

9. Awareness Raising

7. Ensuring Resource Efficiency

Resource efficiency in renovation
activities must be considered in the
context of the circular economy.
Therefore, the construction sector must
be encouraged via public procurement
rules to ensure that construction waste
is disposed of responsibly and reuse
of construction waste is encouraged.
Lifecycle analysis should be carried out
for at least the most important structural
elements and engineering systems of a
building.

8. Celebrating Success

It is important to celebrate renovation
projects so as to promote best practice
that can be replicated elsewhere. This
requires innovative new solutions in
both the public and private sector that

It is important to support public
awareness campaigns in the media. This
will educate all stakeholders, particularly
building-users, about the benefits of
energy efficient renovation in an easily
understandable manner. In addition,
all Latvian regions should introduce a
one-stop shop model, to provide full
information on the construction process,
from decision-making through to
commissioning of the building.

10. Collaboration and Involvement

The process of preparing and
implementing the Latvian Long-term
Strategy for Building Renovation should
be transparent, understandable and
comprehensive. Interdisciplinary
cooperation including between ministries
and state institutions is a must and it is
crucial to establish national, regional
and even EU-wide partnerships. The
initiatives put forward should not only
reflect the State’s participation but also
foster active engagement
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