
Over the past year, the BUILD 
UPON project has brought together 
a uniquely diverse community 
of nearly 2,000 organisations at 
over 100 events across Europe, 
to co-create the national building 
renovation strategies that are 
due by the 30 April 2017 EU 
deadline. These strategies are 
critical to reducing the impacts of 
climate change from energy use in 
buildings, and creating buildings 
that deliver a high quality of life for 
everyone.

As part of this, Green Building 
Council Italia and its partners have 
brought together a community of 
85 organisations at 8 events across 
Italy, and created cross-sector 
consensus over the following set 
of key recommendations for Italy’s 
renovation strategy.

Disclaimer: The sole responsibility for the content of this material lies with the authors. It does not necessarily represent the views of the European Union, and neither 
EASME nor the European Commission are responsible for any use of this material.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR ITALY’S NATIONAL RENOVATION STRATEGY

1. Renovation Must Become a 
Strategic Priority for Italy
Renovating Italy’s buildings presents 
an enormous challenge but also 
many opportunities for the country, 
when considering the multiple social 
and economic co-benefits that 
come alongside energy performance 
improvements. Therefore, the large-
scale renovation of public and private 
building stocks should become a political 
and strategic priority. This will involve 
developing, co-ordinating and updating 
the various policies and implementation 
tools required to make this happen.

2. The Importance of the Multiple 
Benefits of Renovation
In addition to energy savings, it is 
crucial that multiple benefits of 
massive renovation are considered and 
communicated to all stakeholders, 
from government through to private 
citizens. Co-benefits such as health and 
wellbeing, jobs, growth, wider macro-
economic externalities, through to 
alleviation of poverty and all medium to 
long-term effects on public expenditure 
should be taken into account when 
developing policies and instruments.

3. Government Departments Must 
Coordinate Renovation Policies
It is important that there is 
intra-governmental co-operation 
between different departments in 
national government. This intra-
departmental exchange will facilitate 
learning on energy efficiency whilst 
ensuring coordination between different 
departments interested in upgrading 
energy efficiency or real estate assets in 
the short, medium and long-term.
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4. Awareness and Education in the 
Public Sector
Awareness raising and education 
programs amongst public sector workers 
are key to achieving a renovation 
revolution, and it will be necessary to 
implement a large-scale program of 
information and training on building 
renovation for public officers and 
decision-makers at all levels. This will 
ensure that these officers have the 
necessary technical, administrative and 
legal expertise on renovation and its co-
benefits.

5. Using Objective Measures of 
Performance
The use of established, objective ways 
to measure performance is essential, 
not just in the context of measuring 
the benefits of energy efficiency but 
also to increase confidence and ensure 
that results delivered to beneficiaries, 
investors and financial stakeholders 
adequately consider the co-benefits of 
renovation. These performance measures 
should incentivise mechanisms that 
encourage best practices.

6. Upskilling for Renovation
The whole construction industry supply 
chain should be (re)qualified to meet the 
challenges and realise the opportunities of 
widespread renovation. Further, products 
and services with favourable energy 
efficiency and sustainability performance 
should be prioritised through both 
mandatory and voluntary means.

7. Cross-Sector Platforms to 
Support Strategy Implementation
Collaborative cross-sector platforms 
must be setup and enabled. These 
platforms should involve the public, 
private and third sector and support 
the development of policies and tools 
necessary to support implementation 
of the renovation strategy. This could 
involve activities relating to training 
and qualification of actors in the supply 
chain, dissemination of best practices 
and definition of metrics for measuring 
results and impact of policies and 
implementation initiatives.

8. Coordination of Economic and 
Financial Incentives
A coordinated set of economic and 
financial incentives, on multiple levels 
of government, must be developed, 

with corresponding financial allocations 
in public administrations’ budgets, to 
cover a wide range of diverse demand 
needs. Such incentives could include the 
provision of guarantee funds and updates 
to existing incentives for renovation, 
especially for multi-family buildings.

9. Deployment of National 
Communication Campaigns
It is necessary to launch intensive and 
extensive communication campaigns at 
national, regional and local levels. These 
campaigns must address all stakeholders 
in both the public and private sectors 
and must include both the direct and 
indirect benefits of renovation.

10. Public Authorities Must Take a 
Leading Role
Public authorities must take a leading 
role in ensuring that both public 
and private buildings are renovated. 
Authorities must support ambitious 
policies by ensuring their own assets are 
renovated and supporting renovation 
of other assets by favouring demand 
aggregation mechanisms, strengthening 
financial guarantee instruments and 
encouraging the construction industry by 
mechanisms rewarding best practices.
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