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ABOUT THE 3RD BUILD UPON WORKSHOP  

The 3rd Slovenian BUILD UPON workshop was held in 
an open air museum called The Land of Hayracks under 
the biggest hayrack. It was focused on municipalities 
(e.g. municipalities from local region Dolenjska) and 
local public sector. The location was chosen as a 
municipality with several highest awards as most energy 
efficient municipality in Slovenia, but at the same time 
because it is offering an amazing collection of hayracks - 
representatives of agricultural architectural heritage typical 
for Slovenia. 

The theoretical focus of presentations was this time 
energy management, renewable energy and almost zero 
energy buildings. The working method of workshop was 
the same as at previous two workshops - “The six thinking 
hats” and lateral thinking. 

The event was again divided on three thirds. The first 
one started with welcome speeches of Mr. Stojan 
Habjanič, the president of GBC Slovenia, Mr. Rupert 
Gole, the mayor of city Šentrupert and Mr. Janko 
Uršič, director of local energy agency as partnering 
organization. They were followed by the presentation 
of the 1st version of Slovenian National Renovation 
Strategy held by Mrs. Marjana Šijanec Zavrl, Phd. 
as one of its authors. Her presentation was followed 
by the presentation of most important barriers to 
sustainable construction gathered during interviews 
with stakeholders and first two workshops, held by 
the GBC Slovenia stuff. In the workshop sequence of 
the event the participants focused on gathering most 
important barriers to sustainable construction by their 
opinions.

After first break we had another lecture on topics of nearly 
zero energy buildings and the related commitments of 
Slovenian public and residential sector. The lecturer 
was again Mrs. Marjana Šijanec Zavrl, Phd. She was 
followed by Mr. Rupert Gole, the Šentrupert municipality 
mayor, who represented to the participants of the event 

what measure were taken in their municipality to recruits 
the local inhabitants into the initiative and receive so 
many awards as energy most efficient municipality. 
This very interesting presentation was an excellent 
stimulus to start finding with participants of the workshop 
recommendations and solutions for barriers gathered in 
first third of the workshop.

After second break there was a presentation of our 
“star lecturer”, the representative and one of initiators 
of very innovative and successful inititaive from our 
neihghbor country Austria, more particular the state land 
Carinthia, Mr. Štefan Merkač, Phd.. He represented to 
the participants of the event their successful initiative 
called “The Energy Masterplan”. They made there 
a decision to become carbon neutral on the level of 
electricity and heat till 2025 and on the level of mobility 
till 2035, established working groups and wrote in 8 
months guiding document eMAP which are they using 
now to make further steps. After an interesting debate we 
continued with 3rd round of workshop process, dedicated 
to evaluation of gathered recommendations. As the result 
of the workshop, the participants decided on five most 
important recommendations to the government by their 
opinion.

• Effective show-op of savings or a time line of return 
on investment, display and evaluation of the effects 
of renovation (improved quality of life, financial 
benefits, organizational aspects, LCC, ..)

• Educate users about the benefits of sustainable 
construction and renovation, savings achieved and 
of what quality renovation brings (including quality 
of life, health, ...)

• Display of good practices, e.g. in the form of a 
manual, and the inclusion of media in showing 
good practice (even for smaller investments)

• Uniting of professional community

• Long-term planning, simple, clear regulations
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